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Overview

Plastic Bottles
Film and Bags
Non-bottle Rigid Plastics
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Plastic Bottle Recycling

Figure 1
Growth in Post-Consumer Plastic Bottle Recycling
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SOURCE: NAPCOR, all years, for PET. For other bottle resins,
R.W. Beck, Inc., 1990-2006; Moore Recycling Associates, Inc., 2007-2008




Plastic Bottle Recycling

Calendar Year 2007 Calendar Year 2008

. Plastic . Recycling Plastic . Recycling
Plastic Bottle Type Recycled Resin Sales Rate Recycled Resin Sales Rate
PET 1396 5683
HDPE Natural 410.2 1654
HDPE Pigmented 510.4 1886
PVC
LDPE
PP

TOTAL




1991-2008
HDPE Bottle Washing Capacity

Figure 4
HDPE Bottle Wash Capacity in the U.S.
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HDPE Bottle End-Use: 2008
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1999 -2008 US RPET Production

Recycled PET
(RPET) Production
Summary (MMibs.)

A. RPET Produced by
U.S. Reclaimers
from U.S. Bottles

. RPET Produced by
U.S. Reclaimers
from Imported
Bottles

C. Total RPET
Production U.S.
Reclaimers (A+B)




PET Bottle End-use: 2008

Other
Non-Food Bottles 1.5%
6.0%

Food & Beverage Bottles
15.4%

Engineered Resil
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Sheet & Film
16.7%
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2008
2007
2006
2005

Recovered Film

Total

832,394,000
830,180,000
812,010,000
652,477,000

Exported

469,968,000
462,611,000
221,082,000
183,701,000

Consumedin

US a Canada

362,426,000
367,569,000
590,928,000
468,776,000



Grades of Film Recovered

Grades of Film Recovered in 2008
Agricultural Film {clean)
2% __Ag ricultural Filmm {dirty)
1%

Curbside Film _

4%

Mixed Film

.
32%

{ Commerical Film
61%




Film: 2008 End Uses

End Uses

Film & Sheet

A0

Composite Lumber
29%

" Other




Non-Bottle Rigid Plastics

Year Total Exported Purchased
for use in US
or Canada

2008 360,775,697 137,132,799 223,642,898
2007 325,440,000 204,040,000 121,400,000



Non-Bottle Rigid Plastic

Categories of Non-bottle Rigids Reported in 2008

Injection PE/PP

M Other Rigid Plastic
Non-bottle Portion of Mixed Rigids
Caps from PET Reclaimation

M Tubs and Lids




Non-Bottle Rigid Plastic

Postconsumer Non-bottle Rigid Plastic




Non-Bottle Rigid Plastics: Issues

WA lack of enforceable reclaimer-generated bale
specifications for non-bottle rigid plastics:

C Unclear mixed bale terminology

wWPressure on MRFs to divert materials as
inexpensively as possible coupled with their ability
to ship low-quality, mixed resin bales to China with
no conseguences,

WA lack of consistent and clear education to
consumers about recycling non-bottle rigid plastics.



Thank You!

Questions?

Patty@MooreRecycling.com
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